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Statement
Classic elegance meets casual living in London’s brand new Upper Richmond Village. 
And while both this five-bedroom, 3,000 sq. ft. house and its neighbourhood may 
be freshly minted, they have been carefully designed to recall an older, simpler 
time. Once complete, the subdivision will feature all the amenities of a small town, 
including a main street and a piazza as well as beautiful homes. It is London’s first 
foray into place-making, says Bridlewood Homes’ Carmine Gargarella. 

Noteworthy architectural and 
decorative features energize 
this home and provide a study in 
contrasts, such as the drama of the 
herringbone-patterned walnut floor 
and the serenity of white walls and 
neutral furnishings throughout the 
main level. Two urn-style mirrors 
and two sofas on either side of the 
fireplace establish classic balance 
in the light-filled great room, which 
opens off the foyer and extends 
along the back of the house, joining 
with the kitchen. 
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Bridlewood’s model, which was featured as the 2012 Dream Lottery 
grand prize, is the latest partnership between Gargarella and designers 
Kim Morphy, and Kate Gielen of Gielen Design. “This is a great way 
for us to give back to the community,” says Gargarella. “It gives us an 
opportunity to feature some of the new and interesting things that are 
just coming on to the market,” he says. “A true dream home has to make 
a statement. You want to introduce things that people are going to talk 
about and put a twist on what you might typically see in a model home.”

The statement begins even before setting foot through the front door. 
The home’s exterior is finished in Renaissance stone by Arriscraft, offset 
by natural stone skirting and black window frames. “You might see this 
on some of the larger homes in Toronto, but it’s a bit of a new product to 
London,” comments Gargarella.

The front door opens to reveal an expanse of walnut flooring, laid in 
a striking herringbone pattern by Scherba’s Great Floors Strathroy. 

“This whole home is about texture and scale,” says Gielen, whose 
design concept was inspired by American fashion icon Ralph Lauren. A 
matte finish gives the floor a slightly vintage feel, while white walls keep 
the space contemporary and fresh. 

The hall opens onto a formal dining area and study, and flows into the 
home’s natural gathering spot – the great room and kitchen. 

“We wanted to create a space where you would be comfortable 
wearing a ball gown or blue jeans,” Gielen says of the bright, open space. 
The great room features a sleek fireplace with black slate surround, while 
geometric moulding adds visual interest and texture to the walls. 

The living area is separated from the kitchen by a large serving counter 
topped by a wrought iron baker’s rack. A leather ottoman is tucked 
underneath, offering a comfortable alternative to the traditional bar stool. 

The tiered pastry shelf atop the 
centre island creates a practical yet 
artistic divide between the main 
level living spaces. OPPOSITE PAGE: 
Classic crown mouldings and millwork 
contribute to an elegant ambience, 
grounding innovative elements such 
as the great room wall and fireplace 
surround. A mirrored wall, cleverly 
built into mock French doors, doubles 
the impact of the dining room’s 
punchy black and white palette.
 

Continued on page 34
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The spacious kitchen is at once traditional and modern. An oversize 
studded range hood, custom built by Cardinal Fine Cabinetry, 
and white and grey Carrera marble countertops from Progressive 
Countertop Systems, hint of years gone by.  

Dramatic charcoal and white Schumacher wallpaper covered with glass 
replaces a traditional backsplash. Plain white cabinets are offset by stainless 
steel drawers and Fisher & Paykel appliances from Goemans Appliances. 

The microwave is tucked into one end of the centre island, while a 
glass-fronted display case provides the perfect spot for treasured knick-
knacks at the other.

Comfortable, luxury living continues downstairs. Plaid-carpeted stairs 
lead to a large media room with built-in wall speakers from Homematix 
Systems Inc. But the real conversation piece is a glassed-in wine cellar. 
“This is something for the true wine connoisseur,” notes Gargarella.

The temperature-controlled room features stone walls, custom 
cabinetry and a tree-slice tasting table (Cardinal Fine Cabinetry). Two 
wooden stools were handcrafted by Bealart student Hunter McLay. 

Continued on page 36

RIGHT: Slip-covered chairs in the kitchen’s dining alcove create comfort and 
visual interest. BELOW: Dough-friendly Carrera marble counter tops and 
commercial quality appliances make this work space a foodie’s dream.  
OPPOSITE, TOP: A spectacular glass-walled wine cellar calls attention to the 
home’s lower level. Custom features include handcrafted stools and organized 
bottle storage. MIDDLE: Black chalkboard paint provides a playful canvas in the 
lower-level bedroom. BOTTOM LEFT: Delightfully unconventional, the wood-slice 
tasting table brings earthy richness to the wine cellar. BOTTOM RIGHT: Durable 
and cosy, the contemporary plaid-patterned carpet adds depth to the textural 
layers of the lower-level family room. 
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In contrast to the white walls found throughout much of the house, 
a lower level bedroom is painted with black chalkboard paint from 
Sherwin-Williams. Chalk outlines of imaginary furniture give the room 
a whimsical feel. The taupe barn board bed adds a casual touch. 

The home’s three levels are connected by a wide staircase with a wood 
and wrought-iron balustrade by Pro-Stair & Railing Inc. The upstairs 
landing opens onto a small nook, the perfect spot for a charming bureau. 

Gielen describes the master bedroom as elegant and grand. “It’s classic 
but contemporary,” she says. An entire wall is upholstered in raw linen, 
using a removable slat system custom made by Dennis Munn of Munn 
Weston Upholstery. “The duvet is in the same material,” comments 
Gielen. “It’s very calming.” Oversized windows, by Golden Windows 
Limited, framed in simple white drapes, and a coffered ceiling, add to the 
room’s serene, yet sumptuous, ambience. 

The glamour continues in the master bathroom, with its intricate 
mosaic floor created by Olympia Tile and Stone, freestanding bathtub 
and large walk-in shower. Fashonistas will appreciate the oversized walk-
in dressing room with its automatic lights, ample shelving by Blinds By 
Design Ltd., and ottoman. 

A custom dressing table with built-in jewelry box (Cardinal Fine 
Cabinetry) adds a final touch of old-world style. 

The neighbourhood of Upper Richmond Village promises to be as 
noteworthy as the lovely homes created by Gargarella and other builders. 

 “It will offer true community in the sense that people living here will 
be able to walk down to main street and meet up for a coffee or dinner, or 
visit a pub,” he explains. “It’s the idea of getting back to a village type of 
feeling that brings residential development together with commercial and 
social elements to bring vibrancy and vitality to the site.”  OH

TOP LEFT: The master en 
suite is all about clean lines 
and spare, elegant fixtures. 
TOP RIGHT: Special features 
in the master bedroom include 
upholstered wall panels and 
a double-tray ceiling with 
recessed lighting. ABOVE:  
An upper level child’s bedroom 
provides a splash of whimsy. 
RIGHT: A traditional-style 
secretary, overlooking the 
foyer, is also very up-to-the-
minute, with a handy plug-in 
for personal devices. 

Builder of the 2012 Dream Lottery Home

Visit us at 2338 Sawgrass Link 
in Upper Richmond Village

LHBA Awards of Creative Excellence

Winner for Best New Exterior,

Best New Kitchen,

Best New Living Space and 
Best Overall New Home Design

Finalist for  
Most Outstanding Bathroom

Building dream homes in these areas...

3334 Wonderland Road South | 519.652.1455 

bridlewoodhomes.ca

Meadowlands of Sunningdale
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